The Highlands of India.

imported the great Rajpoot stock, and colonized the
country of "R&j&sth&n." Twenty-two principalities
ruled over by scions of this great stock are still extant
to attest the former grandeur of their race. Proud
and patriotic, they resisted Mahomedan usurpation to
the death; and the episodes of their struggles against
the Moghul power are heroic, and full of most romantic
interest. They extorted their "suzerain's" respect, and
became "allies" rather than feudatories of the Moghul
empire.

In the 18th century, and in the early years of the
present century, successively overrun by the Mahrattas
and Pindarics, they bent before the storm, but have
recovered, and with our aid and support are, it is be-
lieved, contented, and loyal to the power which
guarantees their integrity.*

A long period of enforced peace, and consequent
idleness, has .perhaps tarnished their former warlike
character, and enervating habits may perhaps have
impaired their original native energy; still they possess
elements of warlike aspiration, and in our service have
proved good soldiers. Even yet, it is believed that the
Rajpoot principalities could bring into the field a
united force of cavalry amounting to 150,000, which
reduced to discipline, and organized, might give us
perhaps 50,000 or 60,000 auxiliary light horsemen for
the defence of British India. This feature may be
called their objective power. Their defensive power
resides in the natural character of their country rather
than in its artificial strength; and it especially derives
strength from the remarkable range of mountains now
to be described.

6. The "AraveUi"-f- Range, extending along and
Eailffe>           covering the whole northern front of their country for

* The small'Principality of Tonk alone remains a mtness of the
Findarie irruptions and conquest. It is ruled by a descendant of the
Mahomedan usurper "Ameer ELhan."

t The literal rendering of AraveUi= The Strength of Refuge.